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Jacks & Controls:
Spkr. Level:
3 mode switch for speaker output level** (when 
a speaker is connected to Spkr. 2–16 Ω):

• Left: Maximum SPL* out (-5dB)
• Center: Minimum SPL* out (-10dB)
• Right: Medium SPL* out (-6,5dB)

*SPL = Sound Pressure Level compared to your 
amp’s normal SPL with speaker only.* 

Spkr. 2-16 Ω:
Connect your guitar speaker of choice here 
(use a proper speaker cable).

Yellow LED—Safe Zone:
Indicates your amp is running at approx. 10–20 W 
output. Normal operating range for RECO.

Red LED—Risk of Overload:
Indicates your amp is running at 20 W or more. This should not light 
often. If it lights frequently, immediately turn down your amp—
otherwise both amp and RECO may overheat or be damaged.

Rec Out:
Connect recording equipment (DAW or mixer 
input) here, with balanced or unbalanced cable 
(6.3 mm TRS jack).

** Note: Rec Out character depends on Spkr. 
Level setting.*

Speaker Emulator ON/OFF* (green LED):
Switches RECO’s internal speaker emulator for Rec Out:
• LED on: Emulator active.
• LED off: Emulator bypassed (for external IR use).

*The built-in EQ (Rec-Lo, Rec-Mid, Rec-Hi) is always active, but set 
flat at noon it won’t colour your IRs.*

Amp 8-16 Ω Out:
Connect your amp’s speaker output here (with 
proper speaker cable). 

Important: For valve amps, only use 8 Ω or 16 Ω 
outputs. Anything else may cause damage to your 
amp and RECO. 

9-12V DC (10mA):
External regulated DC adapter (required, not 
included). Standard 2.1 mm barrel jack, regulated 
DC, center-negative (BOSS standard).

Rec Brite
2-mode switch for Rec 
Out treble character.  

Rec-Hi:
Treble frequencies control for Rec Out

Rec-Mid:
Mid frequencies control for Rec Out

Pres:
3-mode switch* affecting Rec Out and 
Spkr. Out 2–16 Ω. 

*Effect is subtle, shaping top-end 
presence.*

Rec-Lo:
Low frequencies control for Rec Out

Himmelstrutz RECO
Owner’s Manual (Serial #001-)
Thank you for choosing the Himmelstrutz RECO—a compact and effective tool for raw tone, safe practice, and 
recording. With its built-in reactive load and all-analog speaker emulator, you can connect your amp (valve or solid 
state) directly—no cabinet needed—while keeping the amp’s natural punch, dynamics, and grit. If you still want a 
real speaker in the room, just hook it up: RECO lets you run both recording (Rec Out) and speaker (Spkr. 2–16 Ω) at 
the same time. That means better feel, better sustain, and the freedom to play or record any way you like.

Important Warnings:
— Valve amplifiers must never be operated without a connected load (speaker and/or RECO).
— Do not let the Red LED remain on for long periods—this may cause damage.
— Valve amplifiers driven too hard are always sensitive to wear. RECO is built strong, but if constantly overloaded it
      may handle this badly and, in the worst case, melt.
— Treat both your amp and RECO with respect, and they will reward you with long, musical, and reliable performance.
— Himmelstrutz Elektro Art is not responsible for misuse or operation outside specifications.

End Note
RECO is designed and handmade in Sweden by Himmelstrutz Elektro Art. 
Respect your amp, respect your RECO, and enjoy endless raw tone.

Quick Start
1. Connect your amp’s 8–16 Ω output to RECO’s Amp 8-16 Ω Out jack (use a proper speaker cable).
2. Connect a speaker (optional) to RECO’s Spkr. Out 2-16 Ω jack.
3. Connect RECO’s Rec Out jack to your DAW or mixer (balanced or unbalanced cable, 6.3 mm TRS jack).
4. Adjust RECO’s EQ controls (Rec-Lo, Rec-Mid, Rec-Hi) to taste.
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